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	Spring Language Club Celebrations

Adios!  Auf Wiedersehen! Our Spanish and German Clubs wrap up this week.  To celebrate, students and their families are experiencing Spanish and German culture through food.

Wednesday, May 10th:  As their last club session, students will experience a “Taste of Germany” in the Lee Eaton Cafeteria.  Club instructors are bringing authentic German treats and families are contributing favorite German dishes.

Thursday, May 11th:  Lee Eton Spanish Club participants will celebrate a family fiesta at Mariachi and Cocos in Northfield Plaza.  This Dutch treat event will begin at 5:30.  So we can plan appropriately, PLEASE RSVP ASAP. 

Tuesday, May 16th: 3rd and 4th Grade Spanish Club participants will hold their family fiesta at Mariachi and Cocos, also at 5:30.  (Please note that is a date change.)

If you would like to join us at one of the fiestas, please RSVP to Robin Byers 330-467-6767.

Camp Open House Sunday

The Cuyahoga Valley National Park offers seven different residential camp programs this summer designed for kids entering 4th-12 grade. 

For information about each camp visit www.cvnpa.org or call 800-657-2796. 
There will be an OPEN HOUSE on Sunday, May 7 from 1-3 at the Cuyahoga Valley Environmental Education Center where you can visit the facility, chat with the staff, and ask questions.  

For information about other Summer Opportunities, visit the GAIN website: http://gainoh.tripod.com/id23.html
Do you know of other summer opportunities that should be featured here?  Let us know!

Any Interest in a Summer Chess Club?

We’re thinking of starting a very informal summer chess club, perhaps meeting in a local park once a week or bi-weekly.  This would be an opportunity for the kids to get together and play chess.  Interested?  Please respond to this e-mail, or call Melanie at 330-468-8739 and let us know what would work best for your family – weekdays, afternoons, evenings, weekends?  Once a week?  Once a month?  What are your thoughts?

Family Math

Families can make learning math a fun routine at home. Parents tell us that they read to their children, but had not thought about doing math games or problems with them. National Council of Teachers of Mathematics helped create Figure This! (www.figurethis.org), a set of problems and activities that show middle school students and their families the math that is found all around us in the real world.   (For more information about how families can be involved in math visit Harvard’s Family Research Project at: http://www.gse.harvard.edu/hfrp/projects/fine/fineforum/forum6/lessons.html
Schools Work to Stop Global Warming

Schools around the country are catching on to help stop global warming, and are inspiring others around them to take initiative. The University of Texas at El Paso switched to energy efficient light bulbs this year and expects to save $200,000 annually.  The school is also putting it’s air conditioners on efficiency timers and expects to save at least $173,000 a year. We challenge every school in the country who wants to help stop global warming to adopt these two simple measures!  

The University of Florida at Gainesville has made it a mandate that all new cars purchased for the school fleet be hybrid or fuel efficient, while UC Riverside is considering a school wide campaign including global warming and sustainability into all disciplines. The number of vanpools for faculty and staff has doubled, and students now receive a 50% discount on RTA buses and a 20% discount on Metrolink. There is a strong possibility that students will be able to eventually ride for free.

And at the high school level, 8th grade science teacher Mr. Luna had a very bright idea.  After watching an Oprah episode about global warming which featured the new energy efficient compact fluorescent light bulbs, he and his class decided to launch a program to give one CFL to every K-12 student in America. So far, Home Depot has donated 5,500 CFLs, one for every student in Mr. Luna’s school district. How about getting your school to join Mr. Luna’s campaign?  For more information visit:  www.stopglobalwarming.org
From the League of Women Voters

Aligning PK-16 Education:  A WestEd Policy Perspectives Paper called "What We Must Do to Create a System That Prepares Students for College Success", by David T. Conley, suggests that the current high school and college education systems are not aligned and are inefficient.  Students who graduate from high school are often surprised when they are required to take remedial work when they enter college.  The extra remedial courses often delay graduation for these students.  To remedy this situation, Mr. Conley suggests the following:

*Expand high school standards and exams that are aligned with college success standards.
*Change admissions tests and processes to reflect more student content knowledge rather than student aptitude.
*Integrate the data systems to track students through the entire PK-16 system.
*Work to create PK-16 system.

This policy perspective was originally published in May 2005, but is now on the WestEd web site at http://www.wested.org/cs/we/view/rs/810
ECS Issues New Policy Brief on Arts Education:  The Education Commission of the States has issued a new report on state policy makers' views on the arts in education.  This issue brief is called "State Policymakers' Views on the Arts in Education" April 2006, written by Jeffrey J. Miller.  The brief is based on a recent survey of policy makers regarding the importance of arts education, the role of arts education in education reform, and how schools can improve their arts education programs. Policy makers suggested several avenues for advocates of the arts in education. These include:

*Professional development designed to prepare teachers to integrate the arts across the curriculum

*Public education about the role of arts in keeping students engaged in school, and the links between the arts and achievement in math and reading and the development of well-rounded citizens.

*Continued engagement of the public through student performances and displays of student work

*Collection of state-specific data on the availability of arts education to students; to include information such as student-teacher ratios, arts instructional time and the availability of highly qualified arts teachers."

To read the entire policy brief, please visit 
http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/68/58/6858.pdf
National Spelling Bee Goes Primetime
For the first time in its 79-year history, the National Spelling Bee will go prime time for next month's drama-filled finals. Thanks to recent movies, books and even a Broadway musical, young spellers are suddenly hot. After 12 years of showings by the sports cable network ESPN, the final rounds of the two-day Scripps National Spelling Bee will be shown live Thursday evening, June 1, on the ABC network. Imagine spelling "appoggiatura" -- last year's championship word, meaning melodic tone. Then imagine trying to spell it while knowing that millions of people across the country are watching. http://www.cnn.com/2006/EDUCATION/05/02/spelling.bee.ap/index.html
Would You Like to Contribute to Friday’s Gifted?

We would love to hear from you!  Submit your ideas to Melanie Smith, melaniesmith@adelphia.net or 330-468-8739.  

	
	Upcoming Events
· May 8th, School Board Meeting.  FPS Teams will be recognized.

· May 10th: Final German Club, A Taste of Germany

· Thursday, May 11th: 5th and 6th Grade Spanish Club Fiesta

· Tuesday, May 16th: 3rd and 4th Grade Spanish Club Fiesta 

· May 17: Senior Award Night

· May 24: Visual and Performing Arts Identification

· May 24: Underclass  Award Night

· May 29: No School, Memorial Day

· May 30: Middle School Award Night

· June 1: High School Graduation

· June 6: Last day of school for students

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

GAIN provides links to other Internet sites only for the convenience of our members and users. GAIN is not responsible for the availability or content of these external sites, nor does GAIN endorse, warrant or guarantee the products, services or information described or offered by these sites.
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Don't judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that you plant.  


~Robert Louis Stevenson
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We’re on the Web!
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