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	Flying Monkeys Teach Pig to Dance

Did I get your attention?  I hope so!  What I meant to type was “GAIN to Meet Wednesday, March 8th”.  Won’t you join us?  This is our first working membership meeting of the new year, and we’ve got plenty of work to do.  This is your organization – what do you want it to be?  Everyone is welcome! 
We’ve collected information about several summer camps in the area, and this information will also be available at the meeting, along with handouts from topic meetings you may have missed so far this year.

Join us from 6:30 – 8 pm probably in the small meeting room of the Northfield Public Library.  Call or e-mail Melanie to RSVP:  330-468-8739 or melaniesmith@adelphia.net.

This Month’s Focus: Acceleration

When hear “Academic Acceleration”, do you think of kids graduating from college before they can drive and television teen doctor, Doogie Houser?  Do you think, “What’s the hurry?  Let kids be kids!” 

If so, you may want to take a closer look at acceleration.  Did you know that there are 18 different ways to accelerate curriculum and that 50 years of research strongly supports its effectiveness?  

Acceleration is structuring a child’s learning based upon that child’s ability instead of their chronological age.  This month, we’ll learn more, beginning with a look at a comprehensive research project on the topic: A Nation Deceived… 

A Nation Deceived: How Schools Hold Back America’s Brightest Students
by Nicholas Colangelo, Susan G. Assouline, Miraca U. M. Gross 
“America’s schools routinely avoid academic acceleration, the easiest and most effective way to help highly capable students. While the popular perception is that a child who skips a grade will be socially stunted, fifty years of research shows that moving bright students ahead often makes them happy. 

Acceleration means moving through the traditional curriculum at rates faster than typical. The 18 forms of acceleration include grade-skipping, early-entrance to school, and Advanced Placement (AP) courses. It is appropriate educational planning. It means matching the level and complexity of the curriculum with the readiness and motivation of the student. …

For the first time, this compelling research is available to the public in a bold new initiative to get these findings into the hands of parents, teachers, and principals. The report is available at no cost to schools, the media, and parents requesting copies. …

We invite you to learn more about why acceleration is so important for America’s children. For further information, download the report. This interactive website also allows you to give your opinion on the report.” 

Academic Acceleration
“So I leave you with the thought that educational acceleration is not the ogre educators and others have alleged. Instead, we at SMPY have found it to be the method of choice for those youths who reason extremely well mathematically and are eager to move ahead educationally. For other gifted children it should be a far-more-considered set of alternatives than at present. I invite you to examine the evidence closely and then to act accordingly.”  Julian Stanley, A Look Back at Educational Non-Acceleration: An International Tragedy 

Find this and many more resources on Acceleration on Hoagies Gifted: http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/acceleration.htm
Don’t Miss The Board of Education Meeting, March 13th
Mark your calendars for Monday, March 13th  

2006 Education Vital Signs: U.S. Schools In Facts & Figures
This Article and the Next Are From the Public Education Network: http://www.publiceducation.org/subscribe.asp
American School Board Journal presents state-by-state figures on student enrollment, teacher salaries, per-pupil expenditures, assessment scores, and other gauges of the health and well-being of our nation's schools. Other articles explore international comparisons of student performance, preschool education, high school graduation, student health, education law and finance, and the No Child Left Behind Act.  This report card on American education is mixed, with high grades in some areas, low ones in others. But as these articles make abundantly clear, there is plenty of room for reflection, reform, and renewal. A great web page to include in your browser "favorites" section for easy reference throughout the year.  http://www.asbj.com/evs/index.html
Breaking Ranks In The Middle
A great tug-of-war has existed for 40 years about how best to address the needs of students "in the middle" -- the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades. Keep them with the elementary students? Put them in their own schools? Create 6-12 schools? Even when districts have created separate middle schools, quite often these schools, and the strategies they use, are not designed to be academically excellent, developmentally responsive, or socially equitable. Research is clear that school leadership makes a difference in student achievement.  A new report -- which includes 9 strategies and 30 recommendations -- challenges middle level principals to take responsibility for improving the academic outcomes of all of their students and for getting them on track for success in high school and beyond. This is especially important given what we know about attrition rates in the ninth grade. The report calls on middle level leaders to act boldly and immediately to change the educational outcomes of their students.  A commission of middle level practitioners and experts had an active hand in developing the report, which includes a number of full-length profiles and vignettes of schools that put the report's recommendations in action. http://www.principals.org/s_nassp/sec.asp?CID=1&DID=52694
Cuyahoga Valley National Park Summer Camp Open House This Weekend

Science Exploration, Jazz, Performing Arts, and Hip Hop:  The Cuyahoga Valley National Park Summer Camp ’06  will have a lot going on this summer!  On Sunday, March 5th, they’re hosting an open house in Peninsula.  You are cordially invited to visit from 1-3 PM.  Children and parents will have the opportunity to familiarize themselves with the facility and property, as well as a chance to chat with some of the staff about this summer’s camps.  There will be having an ongoing slide show of picture from last summer’s camps.  Children may also register for camp if they would like.  The open house will be at the Cuyahoga Environmental Education Center at 3675 Oak Hill Road, Peninsula OH 44264.  And if you can't make it this weekend, the event will repeat on May 7th.
If you have questions or would like more info, contact Chelsea Cohen, Summer Camp & Weekend Program Coordinator, Cuyahoga Valley National Park Association, 330-657-2796 ext. 107 or visit www.cvnpa.org.
OAGC Scholarship Award Deadline Approaches

Do you know a gifted student who is interested in an enrichment activity that needs funding?  Lessons, camps, workshops, educational trips, special programs, and more could all be eligible to receive funding from the Ohio Association for Gifted Children.  Twice a year, the scholarship committee awards grants to students in grades K-12.  Information is available online:

http://www.oagc.com/Student/scholarships.php
The spring deadline is March 15th.  If you are interested, please contact Melanie Robin, or Lynn, and we will be happy to assist.  A current member of OAGC must nominate students.  

US Slipping in Science and Technology

The National Public Radio Show, Talk of the Nation, focused on this topic last week (February 24, 2006).  Did you miss it?  You can listen live at:  

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5231579
Overview:  “A recent report from the National Academies suggests that the United States is losing its edge in research and development. What can be done to reverse the trend?  Guests:  Ralph Wyndrum, Jr, president of Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers;  Patricia Welesko Garland, chair, Engineers Week 2006; manager, combined Heat and power program, Oak Ridge National Laboratory; and C.D. Mote, president of the University of Maryland.”

Pizza! Pizza!

Our second annual fundraiser is well underway.  Sellers:  Order forms are due by March 16th.  Have you ordered your fresh and delicious Little Caesar’s Pizza Kits and Pie Kits?  Profits from our sales support Future Problem Solvers, Our Language Club Program, and the purchase of Differentiation Workbooks for every teacher in the district who wants one.  We need to sell a lot of pizzas!  If you’d like to sell pizzas, order forms are available (respond to this e-mail for a copy).  If you’d like to buy pizza, let us know and we will send a friendly pizza seller your way.    Thank you! Thank you!

The Cleveland Orchestra's Family Concerts program.  

Join the party as The Cleveland Orchestra celebrates Mozart's 250th birthday with some of his best-known music including excerpts from The Magic Flute and The Marriage of Figaro. Members of Cleveland Opera on Tour, the outreach group of Cleveland Opera, and young Suzuki violinists perform as well.  Fun, free pre-concert activities begin one hour prior to each concert.  March 4, Concerts begin at 11 am and 1:30 pm.  ($)  www.clevelandorchestra.com
Orchid growing is a fun family project.  

Learn what an orchid is, what makes it grow the way it does and how to care for it at home at Cleveland Botanical Garden's My First Family Orchid Workshop.  March 25, 1-2pm.  ($)  Registration required.  http://www.cbgarden.org/index.cfm?objectId=3FB29164-CF1C-EEA4-6B2D343E5736A49C
Ohio Center for the Book
http://www.ohiocenterforthebook.org
During the past few centuries the state of Ohio has proved to be a place of
great fecundity in terms of producing outstanding authors, poets, and
literary curmudgeons of all stripes. Ohioans clearly love to read, and this
is demonstrated by the fact that the Cleveland Public Library is the home to
the Ohio Center for the Book, and has served in this capacity since 1977.
The Center promotes books, reading, libraries, and literacy throughout the
entirety of the state, and also serves as a catalyst for collaboration among
readers, authors, publishers, educators, and other bibliophiles. From the
main page, visitors can learn about book-related events happening across the
state, and may even do so by browsing by geographic region. A welcome find
on the site is the Interactive Literary Map of Ohio that features an
interactive map where users may click on at their leisure to learn about the
literary figures that have emerged from various parts of the state. Overall,
a lovely site and one that merits several visits. [KMG]

Would You Like to Contribute to Friday’s Gifted?

We would love to hear from you!  Submit your ideas to Melanie Smith, melaniesmith@adelphia.net or 330-468-8739.  

	
	Upcoming Events
· Pizza sale has begun!

· March 8: GAIN Membership Meeting, Drawing The Road Map

· March 13: Board of Education Meeting

· March 16:  Pizza order forms are due

· March 23: Pizza Delivery Day at Lee Eaton

· April 4 (tentative): GAIN Meeting, Acceleration

· April 8: OAGC Parent Division Meeting, 10 – 3, Gahanna

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Club Corner, On The Shelf, Surfin’ Report, and The Wish List will run periodically, as space allows.

P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

.
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What I hear, 


I forget. �What I see, 


I remember. �What I do, 


I understand." �- Confucius





Gifted Advocates in Nordonia


852 Sioux Lane


Macedonia, OH 44056


Phone


Melanie 330-468-8739


Robin 330-467-6767


Lynn 330-467-7059


Fax


330-468-8738


E-mail
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We’re on the Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://gainoh.tripod.com" ��http://gainoh.tripod.com�











