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	We Need Your Suggestions

Ideas are trickling in for The Great Name Change Challenge.  Come on folks, we need your ideas!  Wake the kids, phone the neighbors!  Maybe these ideas will get your brain storming:

· Celebrating Our Gifts

· Nordonia’s Academic Boosters

· GAIN – Teach Every Child

· Another Sputnik

For each suggestion you submit, you will be entered into a raffle to win a $5 Cinemark Gift Card.  (The crowd says, “Oooooohhhh!  Ahhhhh!)  The contest is open to EVERYONE – parent, student, teacher, administrator, community member.  The more suggestions the better.  Send them all, silly or serious.  We’ll have a cyber brainstorm and come up with a new moniker that will better suit our group as we grow into the future.   (Reply to this e-mail with your suggestions!)

Is Acceleration Tracking?

No.  Tracking, as implemented in the 1960’s, referred to a rigid sorting of students by ability.  It was a highly contentious educational practice.  Today’s ability –grouping procedures are much more flexible.  In contrast to tracking or even ability grouping, acceleration is a much more individualized and fluid approach to addressing the learning needs of students based upon ability, not age. 

Tracking focused on group differences; acceleration focuses on individual differences.

From A Nation Deceived, Vol I, page 47.  Complete report available on line: http://nationdeceived.org/
National Young Scholars Program

This year six of our fourth grade students were nominated to attend the National Young Scholars Program. This is a summer learning experience held at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, Illinois. Four students have elected to attend one of two summer sessions. NYSP is for upcoming fourth and fifth grade students.

The National Young Scholars Program seeks to identify young scholars with a history of academic achievement and a high degree of leadership potential.  The center hopes to attract the most mature and independent individuals possible within the age range.   The NYSP is sponsored by the National Center for Early Academic Excellence, an independent educational organization dedicated to the early identification, motivation and inspiration of America's most promising elementary school scholars.  

The interactive and challenging program consists of five unique discovery strands that take the students beyond the typical classroom experience. Scholars choose one of the five strands to focus on throughout the program. The strands this summer are: Environment, Flight of Motion, Crime Scene Investigation (CSI) Fantasy and Fables, and Greek Mythology. Regardless of what strand the student selects, all students participate in the Leadership strand that includes team building, communication, character education, conflict resolution, peer mediation, and problem solving skills.

The program is not free and the students are hosting a number of fundraisers to help off set the cost of their tuition.  As the weather warms, look for information about their car wash and their chocolate sale.

GAIN is proud to support the students participating in this program with a token gift of $25 to offset the cost of their tuition.

· John Bailey Smith

· Anna Du

· Carly Hess

· Matthias Schade

Teaching Language Arts to Gifted Learners

The Center for Gifted Education of the College of William and Mary has published  the most recent edition of their newsletter "Systems".
This month's topic is particularly timely:  language arts instruction for gifted learners.   There are articles about teaching poetics, adding depth and complexity to language arts instruction, teaching writing, and a nice review of new books for gifted children.

This and other issues are available on line at: http://cfge.wm.edu/publications.php#Systems
Summer Program for Middle School Students at Case

We have received information about a new summer program for talented middle school students at Case Western Reserve University.  Information is available at http://precollege.case.edu .  Spectrum (along with the high school program Equinox) is cosponsored by Case and the Northwestern University Center for Talent Development.  CTD has run both these programs at Northwestern for years, Equinox has been at Case for 3 years, and this is the first year of Spectrum at Case.  Spectrum is a commuter program, with high school credit available in:  Persuasion and Debate, Algebra 1, Biology, Intro to C++, and Intro to Creative Writing.

The following two articles are from The Public Education Network News Blast

SCHOOLS CUT BACK SUBJECTS TO PUSH READING & MATH
Thousands of schools across the nation are responding to the reading and math testing requirements laid out in No Child Left Behind by reducing class time spent on other subjects and, for some low-proficiency students, eliminating it. Schools from Vermont to California are increasing – in some cases tripling -- the class time that low-proficiency students spend on reading and math, mainly because the federal law, signed in 2002, requires annual exams only in those subjects and punishes schools that fall short of rising benchmarks. The changes appear to principally affect schools and students who test below grade level. The intense focus on the two basic skills is a sea change in American instructional practice, reports Sam Dillon, with many schools that once offered rich curriculums now systematically trimming courses like social studies, science and art. A nationwide survey (summarized in the NewsBlast item below) indicates that the practice, known as narrowing the curriculum, has become standard procedure in many communities.
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/26/education/26child.html

SCHOOL LEADERS REPORT ACHIEVEMENT GAINS BUT A NARROWER CURRICULUM FOCUS
The Center of Education Policy has released its fourth annual report on the implementation of the No Child Left Behind Act. "From the Capital to the Classroom: Year 4 of the No Child Left Behind Act," is a comprehensive analysis of how the law is being implemented by the federal government, states, and school districts. Based on survey information from 50 states and 299 school districts, as well as 38 case studies of school districts, the report provides the most up-to-date information about the law's implementation and shares the opportunities and challenges that it has presented for states and districts.  As reported in the New York Times article above, school districts report a narrowing of the curriculum. However, other meaningful findings include: (1) 37 states said that the adequacy of state funds to carry out NCLB duties was a serious or moderate challenge; and (2) For the first time since the survey began the report finds no significant difference in the percentage of high-minority enrollment districts and lower-minority enrollment districts reporting that all their teachers are highly qualified. http://www.cep-dc.org/nclb/Year4/Press/
State Science Day

State Science Day will be held at French Field House and St. John Arena on Saturday, May 6, 2006.   Judges are needed in all disciplines. You can indicate what area(s) you want to judge.  Judges work in pairs (a scientist in the discipline & a teacher) and talk with students throughout the morning.   This year, scholarships and awards total $1.7 million.  It’s a wonderful opportunity to help bright students!   

You can learn more at this website: http://www.ohiosci.org/ssd.htm
You can also register to judge at the site.
Would You Like to Contribute to Friday’s Gifted?

We would love to hear from you!  Submit your ideas to Melanie Smith, melaniesmith@adelphia.net or 330-468-8739.  

	
	Upcoming Events
· April 4 (tentative): GAIN Meeting, Acceleration

· April 8: OAGC Parent Division Meeting, 10 – 3, Gahanna

· April 21 and 22: Future Problem Solver State Bowl, West Branch

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

GAIN provides links to other Internet sites only for the convenience of our members and users. GAIN is not responsible for the availability or content of these external sites, nor does GAIN endorse, warrant or guarantee the products, services or information described or offered by these sites.
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Gifted Advocates in Nordonia


852 Sioux Lane


Macedonia, OH 44056


Phone


Melanie 330-468-8739


Robin 330-467-6767


Lynn 330-467-7059


Fax


330-468-8738


E-mail


� HYPERLINK "mailto:melaniesmith@adelphia.net" ��melaniesmith@adelphia.net�








We’re on the Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://gainoh.tripod.com" ��http://gainoh.tripod.com�











