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	What’s In a Name?

By Melanie Smith

A rose by any other name would still smell as sweet, right?  But, would a new name for our organization attract more noses?  

Recently, I was talking with a leader from an OAGC Affiliate Group who mentioned off handedly that the words “gifted” and “advocate” are hot button words that sometimes cause people to turn off to your message.  

This reminded me of conversations that I’ve had with parents who say that they’re not sure that our group is for them because their child doesn’t qualify for our district’s gifted program.  Or the teacher who said that she didn’t think she should become a member of our group because she thought it was exclusionary.  

Our mission is to foster a productive learning environment for every child.  Our goal is to become academic boosters in the mold of the athletic boosters.  Our name doesn’t immediately convey that message.  I’m proposing a name change.  

We need your suggestions.  Today, we kick off The Great Name Change Challenge.  For each suggestion you submit, you will be entered into a raffle to win a $5 Cinemark Gift Card.  (The crowd says, “Oooooohhhh!  Ahhhhh!)  The contest is open to EVERYONE – parent, student, teacher, administrator, community member.  The more suggestions the better.  Send them all, silly or serious.  We’ll have a cyber brainstorm and come up with a new moniker that will better suit our group as we grow into the future. 

Pizza! Pizza! Sale a Success

Our Second Annual pizza sale has ended, with good success.  Our sale raised over $900 in profit!  Thank you to all of our pizza sellers and to all of those who supported the sale.  Top seller honors went to Anna Du with 28 items sold.  8 other sellers sold ten or more items.  Great work!  Special thanks to Ann and Sarah Rodriguez, Sarah McMasters, Robin and Alexis Byers, and Adam Smith for their invaluable help with pizza distribution last night.  You are the best!

Ohio Javits Funding Threatened

Congressman Ralph Regula of Ohio (Ashland, Medina, Stark, and Wayne Counties) is the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies.  While in past years he has supported the Javits programs, the word on the street is that he now believes that Javits hasn't used the funds well and that he would like to eliminate the program.  It is clear that he does not know that Ohio has the largest Javits grant this year and that the funds will be used for professional development.  If you are in Congressman Regula's district or if you are in a Javits' partner district, please take the time to contact him to let him know that the Javit's program is an important program.  You may want to use some of the information I'm providing below.  If you are not in Congressman Regula's district, call or email your Senators and Representative BEFORE APRIL 1 and urge them to do the following: 

(1) For Senators:  "Please support gifted and talented education by co-signing Senator Grassley & Senator Dodd's letter to the appropriations subcommittee on funding the Javits gifted education program in 2007."

(2) For Representatives:  "Please support gifted and talented education by co-signing Representative Elton Gallegly's letter to the appropriations subcommittee on funding the Javits gifted education program in 2007."

Senate phone and email information is at www.senate.gov; for Representatives, visit www.house.gov.  FYI:  a copy of the Grassley/Dodd letter is on the NAGC website at http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=1300 ; we'll post the Gallegly letter shortly.  If you have time for only one letter, email, or phone call, make it to your Representative's office.

The Ohio Javits Project – A Summary of the Facts

Project Summary 
Project I-GET-GTEd- Improving Gifted Education by Teaching Groups of Trainers and Educators will develop and deliver high quality professional development (HQPD) training modules in gifted education that are tailored to the needs of five critical target groups-general education teachers, education administrators, school counselors, school psychologists, and parents of gifted children.  This project will develop a module for gifted education specialists that focus on high quality professional development, the adult learning theory, and leadership.  Project I-GET-GTEd will train 550 gifted specialists and 11,000 educators throughout the state of Ohio.  Impact measures will include pre and post assessments of the trained target groups, changes in LEA policies and practices related to gifted education, changes in resources allocated to serving gifted students, and changes in the availability of research-based gifted services that have proven to be effective in promoting student achievement.
Facts 

1. Ohio has the largest grant in the U.S.:  $1.2 million over three years.  However “year 3” is the implementation year, and is, coincidentally, the budget year currently being debated.  Without year 3 funding, the first two years and close to a $1 million of federal funding and thousands of hours of state employee time will largely be wasted.
2. The Ohio project is designed around principles of “scientific research” and is directly tied to the concept of “high quality professional development” as defined in NCLB.  
3. The Ohio dissemination plan includes extensive “sharing” with other states so there will be a national impact and potential for reusing the products Ohio develops far beyond the life of the grant. 
4. Javits projects are largely aligned to the goals of NCLB.  Specifically, increasing opportunities and expectations for minority and low income students. 
5. The Javits program is the only significant federal program for gifted students.  The NRC and Javits conferences facilitate communication, collaboration, and resource sharing between states that would otherwise not be possible.  States can work more efficiently and effectively if there is a network for working together.  Otherwise, fifty states will all “reinvent the wheel” on every issue that faces gifted children (spending money to re-do work that’s already been done), with students in some states receiving much less help than students in others.  Javits also makes resources available to educators in very poor states that have no capacity for research or professional development at the state level. 
Paul Cook Goes to State!

This week, Paul Cook traveled to the State Word Power Challenge.  Congratulations, Paul!  We’re proud of you for representing our school district at this statewide event!

An Invitation from OAGC and Ohio Parent Mentors 

Please join us for a special presentation on the newly formed partnership between Ohio Association for Gifted Children Parent Division and Parent Mentors of Ohio.  April 8, 1-3pm - OAGC Main Office (501 Morrison Road, Gahanna, OH)

RSVP - Paige Stretton, Parent Division CoChair, 740-448-2007 or stretton@eurekanet.com
Learn how this partnership can benefit teachers, coordinators and parents. 

Food for Thought

“My parents told me, ‘Finish your dinner.  People in China and India are starving.’  I tell my daughters, ‘Finish your homework.  People in Indian and China are starving for your job.’” – Thomas L. Frieman in Wired

Common Myths About Acceleration

The Myth:  Acceleration is not an important issue because most students don’t need it.

The Reality:  The importance of acceleration is not driven by numbers, but by the legitimate educational needs of high ability students.  Many essential educational programs respond to need not numbers.  These include the Head Start Program and bilingual education.  Just because most children do not need acceleration does not diminish its importance.

1. For many years, standardized testing has provided accurate and useful information about students’ readiness for accelerated curriculum and placement.  Additional indicators of readiness include: motivation, daily performance, and parent and teacher observation.  This is all readily available to schools.

2. Advanced Placement (AP) courses were originally limited to a few elite schools but have expanded to serve over a million students in 60% of America’s high schools.  Why not every high school?

The Myth:  Acceleration if for the wealthy.

The Reality:  Talent cuts across all demographics: ethnicity, gender, geography, and economic background.  Acceleration is mot beneficial to students who come from modest homes because parents who are wealthy are able to provide for their children extra opportunities that are challenging and accelerated.  Acceleration levels the playing field of opportunity because any cost to the family or school is minimal. 

From A National Deceived: How Schools Hold Back America’s Brightest Students, Vol 1 page 6-7

Company Offers Online Enrichment

Do you know a child who needs to be academically challenged? The Mentis Online company offers online enrichment courses for kids in grades 3-6. 

The Mentis Online spring session (April 1-May 31) is just over a week away!  In addition to the 3 courses offered in the winter session (The Hobbit, A Series of Unfortunate Events: Lemony Snicket, and Detective Science 101), Mentis is offering 3 new courses.  Real-Life Mysteries will take a look at some real unsolved mysteries throughout the ages including Kennedy's assassination, the Iceman's death, the King Tut murder conspiracy, the lost colony at Roanoke and more... Magical Literature will explore the world of magic through a different sample of literature each week including The Lord of the Rings, The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe, The Tempest, Alice in Wonderland and more... Brain Benders will challenge the way we think and solve problems, puzzlers, and math logic games.  Visit www.mentisonline.com to see all 6 course descriptions and print out a sample of the curriculum used for each class.  

wendyconklin@sbcglobal.netIf you have any questions or would like to speak to me personally, feel free to contact me at 512-828-4139 or   look forward to hearing from you!  Wendy Conklin

Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Young Scholars Program

The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation is offering students the opportunity to apply for their Young Scholars Program.  The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation provides exceptional students with individualized educational services and educational guidance throughout high school.  The Young Scholars Program is highly competitive and attracts outstanding applicants from across the United States. 

The specific criteria for consideration are: 

Current 7th grade students
Strong academic record, awards/honors, teacher recommendation
Financial need
Motivation and will to succeed
Leadership and public service
Critical-thinking ability
An appreciation for the arts, music, literature, or similar fields
Application materials are now available on the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation's website at www.jackkentcookefoundation.org.  Candidates must submit their completed application by the deadline of May 1st, 2006.
Parenting Tips: Great Expectations

All parents have similar dreams for their children. For some, they are dreams of their sons being NFL quarterbacks or architects. For others, they are their daughters growing up to be concert pianists or doctors. For others still, they are being the first in their families to graduate from college or to earn a doctorate. The common thread through all these dreams is children growing up to fulfill their parents' expectations of success. To some extent, all parents transmit these dreams to their children in the form of expectations. Many parents believe that conveying a sense of high expectations to children is one way parents infuse them with confidence, self-esteem, and personal standards of merit and value. But too much expectation to succeed can be crushing, in some cases it is as destructive as telling children they're not good enough. The key is balance.  Expectations fall into two main categories: behaviors and accomplishments. Behaviors are the character traits parents want their children to develop or exhibit, such as good manners, ambition, diligence, and responsibility. Accomplishments usually are either academic (school performance) or recreational, in activities such as athletics, art, or music that are supposed to be fun and enriching. Knowing what should be expected of a child at any given age is a good start toward setting reasonable expectations. (Adapted from the National PTA by Columbus PACE)

Would You Like to Contribute to Friday’s Gifted?

We would love to hear from you!  Submit your ideas to Melanie Smith, melaniesmith@adelphia.net or 330-468-8739.  

	
	Upcoming Events
· April 4 (tentative): GAIN Meeting, Acceleration

· April 8: OAGC Parent Division Meeting, 10 – 3, Gahanna

· April 21 and 22: Future Problem Solver State Bowl, West Branch

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Club Corner, On The Shelf, Surfin’ Report, and The Wish List will run periodically, as space allows.

P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

.
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Gifted Advocates in Nordonia


852 Sioux Lane


Macedonia, OH 44056


Phone


Melanie 330-468-8739


Robin 330-467-6767


Lynn 330-467-7059


Fax


330-468-8738


E-mail
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We’re on the Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://gainoh.tripod.com" ��http://gainoh.tripod.com�











