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Friday’s Gifted News

	March 17, 2006 
	happy st. patrick’s day!  Accelleration, Issue 3

	
	Donato’s Meeting Recap Thursday, March 16

Pizza seems to fuel great conversation.  Our focus last night fell to several important issues.  We would like to share the questions here in the hope that they will spark conversation with you as well.  Consider this:

Resources for Parents.  Last year, and years prior, the district invested in a number of books about the social and emotional issues facing “gifted” students.  Where are those books and how can they best be utilized?  There was talk last year of creating a lending shelf for parents at the high school library.  Could that become a reality?

Accelerated English in the Middle School.  Why has the course been eliminated?  What are those kids with advanced ability in language arts learning this year?  What are the options?  

Students Leaving the District  In search of more academic rigor, a number of families in our group have chosen to pull their students from the district and put them in private or home school settings, and still others discuss it regularly.  Is it epidemic?  
The “No One From Nordonia Has Ever…” Syndrome:  We’ve heard tales that students are being discouraged from applying to certain colleges or aiming for certain careers because “No one from Nordonia has ever done that.”  Is it true?  Let’s hope not!  How do we battle the threat of low expectations? 
Home Work Policy  The conflict between classroom work and gifted pull out continues.  Our district needs a concrete policy that clearly outlines the expectations so teachers, students, and parents can all work together.  (See one suggestion below.)

The State of Ohio’s “Adequate Yearly Progress” Measurement  As we understand it, the State will require to measure individual student progress from one year to the next begining next year.  Is our district prepared?

Where do we go now?  We are reaching out to the administration to see what next steps we can take.  Some of these issues are easier to address than others.  Together, we can do it!

Pizza! Pizza! Delivery THURSDAY, March 23

Pizzas will be delivered this THURSDAY, March 23rd at LEE EATON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA.  Pick up is from 5 pm – 6:30 pm.  Remember, these items must be refrigerated or frozen, so be prepared to deliver your products to your customers that evening.   Thank you! Thank you!

We Need Help With Distribution

If you can lend a hand, let us know.  We need assistance unloading the truck and organizing and counting items from 4 – 5 pm.  From 5 – 6:30, we need assistance with distribution.  Many hands make light work! If you can devote some time to help, please respond to this e-mail or call Melanie at 330-468-8739.

Homework Policy

Defined as “Policy established for gifted students participating in pullout programs outlining the regular classroom work that students must make up and the guidelines for its completion.”  There is a lot of confusion about our district’s homework policy.  Teachers schedule quizzes during enrichment, and the students are kept in from recess to complete them.  Students are given “while you were out” packets with busy work (i.e. write spelling words repeatedly).  Does this foster a love of learning in our district?  We need a clearly defined homework policy.  

A quick surf of the web turned up an example from another district.  Would something like this work for us?
· GT students will not be penalized for class work missed while they are in the resource room.

· GT students should turn in any assignments due to classroom( teachers before going to the resource room.

· While it isn’t necessary to complete( class work, GT students are responsible for concepts covered during all classes, including those missed while in the resource room.

· Homework assignments that GT students are responsible for completing must be preplanned homework that reinforces concepts taught in class. It is not class work to be finished as homework.

· GT students can be given modified or alternate homework assignments (fewer problems, extended due dates…) if teacher needs to verify mastery of TEKS missed while in GT. 

· Classroom teachers should not, if at all possible, schedule tests or present new units on the days when GT students are in the resource room. 

· GT teachers will work with the students on flexible homework assignments from the gifted program so that assignments are reasonable in conjunction with classroom assignments.

What would you add or delete?  What are your concerns as a parent, teacher, or student?  Let’s put our heads together!  Give us your input and we will share it with our district’s administration.

Spot Light On Summer Camps

Cuyahoga County Gifted Coordinators

The Cuyahoga County Gifted Coordinators have put together a listing of summer camps and other enrichment opportunities of interest in our area.  The document is available on line at: http://www.chuh.org/gifted/Summer_Opportunities2006.pdf
PACE Summer Opportunities

Columbus PACE, an OAGC Affiliate group in Columbus, has collected and published a directory from their “Step Into Summer Opportunities Fair” on their website (click the “Resources” link): http://www.ColumbusPACE.org 

Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts Camp

A parent in our group highly recommends Cub Scout and Boy Scout Camps.  Highlights include first hand, age appropriate, environmental science and soil and water conservation and preservation merit badges.  Other topics include first aid, emergency preparedness, leadership skills, good citizenship skills and all sorts of good stuff that kids can’t learn in school.   And it's cheap!!!  If anyone has an interest, boys and girls (Venturing is coed 14-21 Age), contact Sheri Gerri or visit the Greater Cleveland Council web site:  gccbsa.org  

Camp OFLA 2006

The Ohio Foreign Language Association will again sponsor Camp OFLA, a language camp for Ohio students in grades 4-6. Camp OFLA will be from June 11-17, 2006, at Templed Hills Camp, an overnight campground in Bellville, Ohio. Campers may choose from French, Spanish, German or Japanese for a week of language and cultural fun. Ohio teachers of these languages, assisted by pre-service university students and high school 3rd and 4th year language students, will lead the camp.
Activities for the week will include language, ethnic cooking, dancing, singing, sports, arts and crafts, campfires, and swimming. The week will culminate with a program on Saturday morning for parents and special guests. The cost of $375 includes lodging for six nights, 3 meals a day, snacks, and all activities! Register by April 15th! You can download the application form below. Contact Cheryl Ames at erlylang@ofla-online.org for more info.

http://www.ofla-online.org/index.php?module=pagemaster&PAGE_user_op=view_page&PAGE_id=88&MMN_position=102:102
Problem Solving 101:  Dealing With Opposition To Acceleration
by Valorie King 

"If I were required to choose the single essential skill from the many that make up the art of argument, it would be the ability to listen ... [some individuals] can never understand the issues before them because they have never learned to listen. Listening is the ability to hear what people are saying, or NOT SAYING as distinguished from the words they enunciate."   -- Gerry Spence in his book "How To Argue and Win Every Time"

OK, you're convinced. Acceleration, in the form of a grade skip, is the best option for your child at this point in time. The next hurdle is the meeting with the teacher for next year. How do you prepare for it? You prepare by listening, first to your child and your child's current teacher. What are they saying about the grade skip? What are their worries and concerns? What positive things does each one have to say about the grade skip? What's the downside? Next, try to get inside each teacher's mind. How does each one run his or her classroom? What special concerns might he or she have?

"We cannot argue until we understand what the argument is about." (Ibid) Is the argument really about your child's handwriting or failure to have the multiplication tables memorized? Or, is the unvoiced objection "my name is mud around here if this doesn't work out." Listening for what is NOT said is just as important as listening to the actual words that are spoken. Watch for body language clues -- have you ever seen someone who says "yes" with their voice but "NO!" with their body? Look for it.

Here are some additional ideas to consider: (Read the entire article on Hoagies Gifted at:  http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/academic_acceleration.htm#7)

Would You Like to Contribute to Friday’s Gifted?

We would love to hear from you!  Submit your ideas to Melanie Smith, melaniesmith@adelphia.net or 330-468-8739.  

	
	Upcoming Events
· March 16: Pizza sale orders due!

· March 13: Board of Education Meeting

· March 16: GAIN Membership Meeting “Drawing The Road Map” at Donatos Pizza

· March 23: Pizza Delivery Day at Lee Eaton

· April 4 (tentative): GAIN Meeting, Acceleration

· April 8: OAGC Parent Division Meeting, 10 – 3, Gahanna

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Club Corner, On The Shelf, Surfin’ Report, and The Wish List will run periodically, as space allows.

P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

.




[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]
























Gifted Advocates in Nordonia


852 Sioux Lane


Macedonia, OH 44056


Phone


Melanie 330-468-8739


Robin 330-467-6767


Lynn 330-467-7059


Fax


330-468-8738


E-mail


� HYPERLINK "mailto:melaniesmith@adelphia.net" ��melaniesmith@adelphia.net�








We’re on the Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://gainoh.tripod.com" ��http://gainoh.tripod.com�
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