	Friday’s Gifted News

	March 10, 2006
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	A Better Meeting – Thursday, March 16

Because of some scheduling conflicts, we postponed this week’s meeting and will now meet on Thursday, March 16th at DONATOS PIZZA in Twinsburg.  We’ve reserved their “Party Room” and plan to eat pizza, count pizza orders, and work on our necessary plans for this spring and next fall.  

We’ve got great ideas, and we need you to help us make them happen.  Please join us.  RSVP to Melanie by Wednesday – respond to this e-mail or call 330-468-8739.

Pizza! Pizza! Order Deadline THIS WEEK

Our second annual fundraiser is well underway.  Sellers:  Order forms are due by March 16th.  Have you ordered your fresh and delicious Little Caesar’s Pizza Kits and Pie Kits?  Profits from our sales support Future Problem Solvers, Our Language Club Program, and the purchase of Differentiation Workbooks for every teacher in the district who wants one.  We need to sell a lot of pizzas!  If you’d like to sell pizzas, order forms are available (respond to this e-mail for a copy).  If you’d like to buy pizza, let us know and we will send a friendly pizza seller your way.    Thank you! Thank you!

Acceleration:  What is it? 

In education, the term “acceleration” refers to the many strategies used to speed up the rate at which talented students move through academic curricula.  What are we talking about? Things like: 

Early entrance to kindergarten: The student is admitted to school prior to the age customarily specified by the district for entry into first grade. 

Grade skipping: The student moves ahead of normal grade placement. This may be done during an academic year (e.g., a third grader goes directly into fourth grade; skips the last two years of high school to enter college), or at year end (e.g., a third grader is promoted to fifth grade).

Continuous progress: The student is given material deemed appropriate for current achievement as the student becomes ready.

Self-paced instruction: The student is presented with materials that allow him or her to proceed at a self-selected pace.

Subject-matter acceleration: Without being assigned to a higher grade, the student is placed for part of the day with students at more advanced grade levels for one or more subjects (e.g., a fifth grader goes to sixth grade for science instruction).

Combined classes: The student is placed in classes where two or more grade levels are combined (e.g., third and fourth grades split rooms). The arrangement can be used to allow younger children to interact with older ones academically and socially.

Curriculum compacting: The student is given reduced amounts of introductory activities, drill, and review. The time saved may be used to move more quickly through the curriculum.

Telescoping curriculum: The student spends less time than usual in a course of study (e.g., completes a one-year course in one semester or finishes junior high school in two years rather than three).

Mentorships: The student is exposed to a mentor who provides advanced training, experiences, and pacing in a content area.

Extracurricular programs: The student is enrolled in course work or summer programs that confer advanced instruction and/or credit for study (e.g., fast-paced language or math courses offered by universities).

Concurrent enrollment: The student takes a course at one level and receives credit for successful completion of a parallel course at a higher level (e.g., takes algebra when in junior high high and receives credit for both high school algebra and junior high math, or takes a college physics course in lieu of high school physics).

Early graduation: The student graduates from high school or college in 3-1/2 years or less.

Advanced Placement: The student takes a course in high school in preparation for an examination that may confer college credit for satisfactory performance.

Credit by examination: The student receives credit (at high school or college level) upon successful completion of an examination.

Correspondence courses: The student takes high school or college courses by mail, video, or audio course presentation.

Early entrance into high school or college: The student is admitted with full standing to an advanced level of instruction at least one year early.

Acceleration in college: The student completes two or more majors in a total of four years and/or earns a master’s degree along with the bachelor’s.

From Southern, W. T., Jones, E.D., & Stanley, J. C. (1993). “Acceleration and enrichment: The context and development of program options.” In K. A. Heller, F. J. Monks, & A. H. Passow (Eds.), International Handbook of Research and Development of Giftedness and Talent (pp. 387-409). New York: Pergamon. As cited on http://www.jhu.edu/gifted/imagine/accel.html
Summer Enrichment Opportunities

http://gainoh.tripod.com/id23.html
Are you looking for summer programs for your family?  We’ve collected a list of links on our website.  If you would like to recommend others, please let us know!

Award Opportunity for High School Seniors

The Hitachi Foundation presents the "Yoshiyama Award for Exemplary Service  to the Community" for high school students on the basis of their community-service activities. Graduating high school seniors in the U.S. or U.S. territories are eligible. Deadline to apply is April 1, 2006. For more information, visit: http://www.hitachifoundation.org/yoshiyama/index.html

Dropout Rates High, But Fixes Underway
From The Public Education Network
They're the kids who fall through the cracks, the ones who rarely get extra attention or tutoring -- who, very often, disappear even from the statistics. But high school dropouts are getting increasing attention as groundbreaking studies show how alarming the problem is, reports Amanda Paulson. Nearly a third of high school students don't graduate on time; among blacks, Hispanics, and Native Americans, it's almost half. Now, a new survey, suggests that the problem, while deep, can be fixed. Most students don't drop out because they can't do the work. Nearly 90 percent had passing grades when they left school, according to the survey of dropouts by Civic Enterprises. Their major reason for opting out?  The classes were too boring.
http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0303/p01s02-legn.htm
see also:
http://www.communityschools.org/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=44&Itemid=49 


The Importance Of Re-culturing Schools

From the Public Education Network
That a politicized, fear-based, excuse-prone, top-down culture is antithetical to sustainable high performance in public education is a no-brainer. It's also axiomatic that a culture of trust, openness, and collaboration -- one built on shared ownership of a compelling vision --is crucial for sustaining high performance in public schools. What this means is that, unless an optimal culture for high performance is in place, "reculturing" must be at the core of educational leadership work, writes Scott Thompson. Organizational culture and the levers for changing it are highly contextual. There is no box of neatly arranged tools that can be used to reculture. But the following reculturing strategies are loaded with instructive implications for school leaders: (1) Establishing a "no excuses" philosophy; (2) Developing a widely owned philosophy of teaching and learning; (3) Building trust and encouraging risk-taking; (4) Shifting the focus of the central office from monitoring schools for compliance to active support of schools; (5) Basing decisions on data, not favoritism or politics; (6) Establishing a system of shared accountability focused on results; and (7) Fostering a culture of continuous learning. http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2006/03/01/25thompson.h25.html
Why Is The Sky Blue?  

Why does the sky sometimes turn red at sunset? > Every curious child will ask these question at some point.  Are you ready to give scientifically correct and simple answers?    Visit SciJinks to refresh your memory.  The SciJinks Web site targets young people of middle school age.  It is a joint effort of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  The new "Why is the sky blue?" page can be found in the How & Why menu on the SciJinks Weather Laboratory home page, scijinks.gov

The Mathematics of Crime Solving
http://www.edweek.org/tm/articles/2006/02/23/0206_numbers.html?levelId=1000&print=1
Published: February 23, 2006
A prime time detective show in which investigators use mathematics to solve crimes has inspired a series of online lesson plans.
Working with the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, Texas Instruments has developed a series of math-education activities based on the CBS program “NUMB3RS.” The show depicts an FBI agent in Los Angeles who recruits his mathematically gifted brother to help him to crack tough cases.

The activities, generally gauged to grades 8-12, are based on the mathematical strategies used in each episode. The developers hope that tie-in will show students the practical relevance of advanced math concepts.
“By emphasizing the real word applications of math, we hope to motivate students to go further and learn more challenging mathematics while raising their awareness of how 'we all use math every day,’” Cathy Seeley, president of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, said in a statement.
The student activities, billed as "We All Use Math Every Day," are available on the "NUMB3RS" Web Site.

NAGC Award Nomination Deadline April 1

NAGC's awards nomination deadline is rapidly approaching (April 1).  You may know of someone who qualifies for one or more of the awards -- Many of you are in good positions to to nominate someone for the Administrator of the Year, or the Belin Advocacy Award.  Visit the NAGC website at http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=951 for the list of awards and the criteria for each.
Would You Like to Contribute to Friday’s Gifted?

We would love to hear from you!  Submit your ideas to Melanie Smith, melaniesmith@adelphia.net or 330-468-8739.  

	
	Upcoming Events
· March 16: Pizza sale orders due!

· March 13: Board of Education Meeting

· March 16: GAIN Membership Meeting “Drawing The Road Map” at Donatos Pizza

· March 23: Pizza Delivery Day at Lee Eaton

· April 4 (tentative): GAIN Meeting, Acceleration

· April 8: OAGC Parent Division Meeting, 10 – 3, Gahanna

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Club Corner, On The Shelf, Surfin’ Report, and The Wish List will run periodically, as space allows.

P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

.
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Boredom is the state of waiting to desire.
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We’re on the Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://gainoh.tripod.com" ��http://gainoh.tripod.com�











