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	Referral for Gifted Testing Deadline 2/28 

The spring deadline for referral for gifted testing fast approaches.  Referral forms must be turned in to the Pupil Services office by this Tuesday, February 28th.  Who can refer a student for gifted testing?  A parent/guardian, teacher, or even a student.  

Referral forms are available through the Pupil Services Office. Contact information available on the district’s Pupil Services Web Page:

http://www.nordonia.summit.k12.oh.us/teaching_learning.aspx
For information about who is gifted by Ohio law and rule, visit the ODE site:

http://www.ode.state.oh.us/exceptional_children/gifted_children/ID.asp
Winter Language Clubs Kick Off

Our Spanish and German clubs began this week.  This winter, 79 kids in grades 3 – 6 are learning about Spanish and German languages and cultures, thanks to your support.  Your membership dues and pizza purchases help offset the costs of this effort.  Give yourself a big pat on the back!  

Congratulations Paul Cook, Word Power Champ

This week, Reader’s Digest announced that one student from our district had qualified for the Word Power Champion State Competition.  Congratulations to Paul Cook, who will represent Nordonia Middle School, with a chance to advance to the National Competition in Orlando later this year.  Congratulations and good luck, Paul!

Join The FPS Planning Committee 

The Future Problem Solvers State Bowl will bring hundreds of visitors to our community next spring  (estimates range between 550 and 1200).  The event will take place April 27 and 28th, 2007 at our High School.  This is a great opportunity for our school district and our community to shine.  
 

This week, we met to outline a plan for the event. Some work will begin in he fall, but most of it will start in January 2007.   We think we'll need four meetings to make the event happen successfully.  Please pencil us into your mental calendar:
· September 2006 

· January 2007 

· March 2007 

· April 2007
This spring, we are shadowing West Branch School District, the hosts of this and last years' bowls.  Amy Criss, from West Branch, has been a fantastic help and is allowing us to shadow their progress this year and providing us with a "how to" timeline. 
 

Won't you help us spread the word?  With your help, the 2007 FPS State Bowl will highlight our great community and be a great experience for all who participate.
Pizza! Pizza!

Our second annual fundraiser has begun.  Get your fresh and delicious Little Caesar’s Pizza Kits and Pie Kits!  Profits from our sales support Future Problem Solvers, Our Language Club Program, and the purchase of Differentiation Workbooks for every teacher in the district who wants one.  We need to sell a lot of pizzas!  If you’d like to sell pizzas, order forms are available (respond to this e-mail for a copy).  If you’d like to buy pizza, let us know and we will send a friendly pizza seller your way.    Thank you! Thank you!

Loss Of Business Taxes Looms For Schools
From the Ohio Fair Schools Campaign

Last year, Ohio lawmakers made changes in Ohio's business taxes. One change, that phases out revenue from personal tangible property, is going to have a significant impact on schools. Personal tangible taxes are taxes on the equipment and inventory of a business. The amount received by schools varies depending on the value of property in that district. The state will be making up the difference until 2010, and then phasing it out. Districts across the state are worried about how they will provide for students when those funds are gone.  To see the losses for your school district, you can download a spreadsheet here: 
http://tax.ohio.gov/divisions/communications/documents/school_tvl_000.xls
KIDS WHO CARE GRANT OPPORTUNITY
Kohl's Kids Who Care Program recognizes and rewards young volunteers who transform their communities for the better. 

Maximum Award: $5000. 
Eligibility: youth 6 to 18 years old, not graduated from high school by March 15, 2006. 
Deadline: March 15, 2006. 

For more info, visit:
http://www.kohlscorporation.com/CommunityRelations/Community02.htm
Camp OFLA 2006

The Ohio Foreign Language Association will again sponsor Camp OFLA, a language camp for Ohio students in grades 4-6. Camp OFLA will be from June 11-17, 2006, at Templed Hills Camp, an overnight campground in Bellville, Ohio. Campers may choose from French, Spanish, German or Japanese for a week of language and cultural fun. Ohio teachers of these languages, assisted by pre-service university students and high school 3rd and 4th year language students, will lead the camp.  Activities for the week will include language, ethnic cooking, dancing, singing, sports, arts and crafts, campfires, and swimming. The week will culminate with a program on Saturday morning for parents and special guests. The cost of $375 includes lodging for six nights, 3 meals a day, snacks, and all activities! Register by March 1st! You can download the application form below. Contact Cheryl Ames at erlylang@ofla-online.org for more info

http://www.ofla-online.org/index.php?module=pagemaster&PAGE_user_op=view_page&PAGE_id=88&MMN_position=102:102
'Gifted' Label Takes a Vacation in Diversity Quest
By Lori Aratani, 
Washington Post Staff Writer
Wednesday, February 22, 2006; B01

Middle school magnet programs in Montgomery County have traditionally operated as schools within schools, offering specialized curriculum to a few select students -- who have been mostly Asian and white.

But this fall, educators decided to try a different approach. Instead of selecting a few hundred students for traditional school magnets, officials opened magnet programs at three middle schools to everyone.

In doing so, county educators -- like officials of a growing number of school systems across the country -- are trying to find a more diverse pool of students. They are experimenting with new ways to reach out to students who might have special abilities but may not have been recognized through traditional screening methods.

Read the entire article at: 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/21/AR2006022101822.html?referrer=emailarticle
Would You Like to Contribute to Friday’s Gifted?

We would love to hear from you!  Submit your ideas to Melanie Smith, melaniesmith@adelphia.net or 330-468-8739.  

	
	Upcoming Events
· Pizza sale has begun!

· February 28: Spring Gifted Identification Testing Referral Deadline

· March 8: GAIN Membership Meeting, Drawing The Road Map

· March 16:  Pizza order forms are due

· March 23: Pizza Delivery Day at Lee Eaton

· April 4 (tentative): GAIN Meeting, Acceleration

· April 8: OAGC Parent Division Meeting, 10 – 3, Gahanna

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Club Corner, On The Shelf, Surfin’ Report, and The Wish List will run periodically, as space allows.

P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

.
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What I hear, 


I forget. �What I see, 


I remember. �What I do, 


I understand." �- Confucius





Gifted Advocates in Nordonia


852 Sioux Lane


Macedonia, OH 44056


Phone


Melanie 330-468-8739


Robin 330-467-6767


Lynn 330-467-7059


Fax


330-468-8738


E-mail


� HYPERLINK "mailto:melaniesmith@adelphia.net" ��melaniesmith@adelphia.net�








We’re on the Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://gainoh.tripod.com" ��http://gainoh.tripod.com�











