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	Mary Christoff Presents…Gifted ID

Did you miss this month’s GAIN meeting?  On Tuesday Evening, Mary Christoff, Gifted Coordinator from the Summit County ESC, presented information about The State of Ohio’s laws about Gifted Identification.  We were delighted to see some new faces at the meeting.  If you missed the presentation and would like a copy of Mary’s handout, please respond to this e-mail with your “snail maill” address.  For more information on Gifted Identification, visit the Ohio Department of Education’s Gifted Web page at:

http://www.ode.state.oh.us/exceptional_children/gifted_children/
Spring Identification Referral Deadline Approaches

Do you parent or teach a child who has not been identified as “gifted” but who is a good candidate for gifted testing?  Tuesday, February 28th is the deadline for referrals for students who may be gifted in one of these areas:

· Superior Cognitive Ability

· Academic Ability

· Creativity

Referal forms are available through the Pupil Services Office:  Dr. Margo Costello, 330-468-4600.  Other contact information available on the district’s Pupil Services Web Page:

http://www.nordonia.summit.k12.oh.us/teaching_learning.aspx
Winter Language Club Sign Up – SATURDAY 

Lee Eaton Spanish Clubs were offered first to those 5th and 6th graders who were on the waiting list from the fall.  After contacting all 60 of these families, there are five open spots in the Spanish Clubs at Lee Eaton (3 on Tuesday, 2 on Thursday).  We are hosting an open sign up for after school language clubs on Saturday, February 11th at the Northfield Public Library, from 12:30 pm – 3 pm to register students for all openings.  The clubs are:

· Ledgeview Spanish Club (3rd and 4th grade), Mondays

· Northfield Spanish Club (3rd and 4th grade), Wednesdays

· Rushwood Spanish Club (3rd and 4th grade), Thursday 

· Two Lee Eaton Spanish Clubs for 5th and 6th grades.  Tuesday & Thursday

· Lee Eaton German Club: Wednesdays

The clubs will begin the week of February 20th and run for ten weeks.  We’re looking for club helpers.  If you or someone you know would like to help, please contact Melanie at 330-468-8739 or reply to this e-mail.

FPS Planning Committee to Meet Wed. Feb 22

Next spring, we will be hosting the Future Problem Solving State Bowl here in Nordonia Hills.  This spring, we are "shadowing" West Branch School District, the state bowl hosts, to learn more about how a successful state bowl is operated.
We are looking for folks who would like to learn more about the event and help us map out plans for next year.  If you would like to be a part of this exciting event, mark your calendar for Wednesday, February 22nd.  We’ll meet at Arabica Coffee House at 7 pm to map out our game plan.  Of course, the "heavy lifting" will take place next year.  But are going to write the road map for the event and  “begin with the end in mind”.

Pizza! Pizza!

Our second annual fundraiser has begun.  Get your fresh and delicious Little Caesar’s Pizza Kits and Pie Kits!  Profits from our sales support Future Problem Solvers, Our Language Club Program, and the purchase of Differentiation Workbooks for every teacher in the district who wants one.  If you’d like to sell pizzas or buy pizzas, order forms will be available at the Language Club sign up, from Mrs. Collins or Mrs. Gennarelli, or by responding to this e-mail.  Thank you! Thank you!

An Opportunity for Young Female Animators

What: Digital Animation: A Technology Mentoring Program for Young Women
Grade Level:  The program is open to girls who will be entering 8th, 9th, or 10th grade in Fall 2006. 

Details: This program is a free, two-week summer experience for girls scheduled Monday (6/19)-Friday (6/30) at Ohio State. Each year the program selects fifteen young women with exhibited artistic potential to work with mentors from arts and technology fields at The Ohio State University. Students will work with women mentors at the Advanced Computing Center for the Arts and Design and investigate technology through the creative applications of computer-generated animation and Web media. The mentors will lead the girls through a shared discovery of the world of graphics and animation integrating problem-solving skills, collaborative learning and presentation. Participants explore the same high-end software used in movies like Finding Nemo, Shrek and Shark Tale! 

Applicants are not required to have any previous technology experience but should be interested in art and design as well as enthusiastic about exploring the creative possibilities through technology

When: Two week summer experience. Monday June 19-Friday June 30.
Where: Ohio State, main campus
Cost: Free, space for fifteen girls
Registration:   Deadline to apply is March 1, 2006, visit http://accad.osu.edu/womenandtech/home.html to register online.

Spaghetti for Hallie

This news came from Marisol Green, one of our Spanish Club Instructors.  Marisol’s daughter’s friend, Hallie Durman, was recently diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor.  She is only 13 years old.   If you are in the area or if you are moved to help, there will be a Spaghetti dinner fundraiser to help the family with costs of Hallie’s Treatment.  
The Spaghetti Dinner is at the Elks Club in Kent (2265 E. Erie Street) on March 11, 2006 from 6-8 p.m.  Doors open at 5.  There will be an auction and raffles afterward.  $10 per person, $15 for a couple,  $5 for 13 and under.  The Lodge is located off of SR 59, approx. 1/2 mile East of SR261 behind Twin Star Lanes.

For more information about Hallie, or to send her a message of support:  

http://www.caringbridge.com/cb/inputSiteName.do?method=search&siteName=hallie
A federal push for math, science 

From the Editorial Page: Cleveland Plain Dealer, Thursday, February 02, 2006 

In an era of rampant partisanship, President George W. Bush found one point Tuesday night on which all sides agree: Preserving the nation's economic security demands new investments in math, science and research. 

The president's American Competitiveness Initiative calls for doubling federal funding for research in the physical sciences, extending a research tax credit and improving high school math and science education. The proposals follow a wave of alarming reports about the nation's ranking in math and science skills, and echo initiatives included in three bills introduced in the U.S. Senate last week, each of which has secured more than 50 co-sponsors. That package, to which Ohio Sens. Mike DeWine and George Voinovich have signed on, designates funds for math and science high schools akin to one recently announced for Franklin County, new science parks and scholarships, and training opportunities for promising future scientists. 

The urgent need for such initiatives is highlighted in documents like "Rising Above the Gathering Storm," issued last year by a national commission that included Nobel Prize winners and the CEOs of some of America's largest companies. Consider a few of what its authors called "worrisome indicators": 

· The cost of one chemist or engineer in the United States is equivalent to the expense of five chemists in China or 11 engineers in India. 

· In 2004, 70,000 engineers graduated in the United States, 200,000 in India and 500,000 in China. 

· In 2003, just three U.S. companies were among the top 10 patent recipients from our own country's patent office. 

· U.S. high school seniors ranked below the international average of 21 countries in a recent test of math and science knowledge. 

· Because other countries are likely to continue to offer lower wages than the United States, the report warned, this country must improve its competitiveness through greater knowledge and innovation. 

The president's proposals could help realize those aims and would signal a marked shift from recent federal neglect. Even so, they fall short of the recommendations in the national commission's report and may prove too modest to yield significant gains. Enhancing research spending is a crucial part of this puzzle, but so is adequately preparing thousands more young people for the research and engineering positions of the future. The president's initiative is a beginning but must be expanded if the nation is to reap the dramatic results we need.   © 2006 The Plain Dealer

Grants, Prizes, and Resources of Note

"Seeking Young Heroes for $2,000 Barron Prize"
The Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes seeks nominations for its 2006 awards. The Barron Prize honors young people ages 8 to 18 who have shown leadership and courage in public service to people and our planet. Each year, ten national winners each receive $2,000 to support their service work or higher education. Nomination deadline is April 30. For more information and to nominate, visit:
http://www.barronprize.org/
"Free National & Global Youth Service Day Materials"
Free National & Global Youth Service Day Materials are available to in the planning of service projects for the 18th Annual National & Global Youth Service Day, April 21-23, 2006. Planning Tool Kits, Service-Learning Curriculum Guides, and Classroom Posters are now available in print and on-line. Download these materials or order free printed copies at:
http://www.ysa.org/nysd/resource/nysd_resources_parent.cfm
"Nickelodeon Announces Giveaway Program to Encourage Healthy Play"
Children's television network Nickelodeon will distribute more than $1 million from September 2005 to June 2006. The "Let's Just Play" Giveaway offers kids around the United States the opportunity to take action and enter for a chance to improve their school or community program's fitness resources. Maximum Award: $5000. Eligibility: Kids (6-15 years of age), partnering with teachers and other community-based leaders. Deadline: rolling, until May 31, 2006.
http://www.nick.com/all_nick/everything_nick/
"Learning in the Arts Grants"
National Endowment for the Arts "Learning in the Arts Grants" Program offers funding for projects that help children and youth acquire appreciation, knowledge, and understanding of and skills in the arts. Projects must provide participatory learning and engagement of students with skilled artists, teachers, and excellent art, and ensure the application of national, state, or local arts education standards. Maximum Award: $5,000-$150,000. Eligibility: school-based or community based projects. Deadline: June 12, 2006.
http://www.arts.gov/grants/apply/GAP07/LearningintheArts.html

	
	Upcoming Events
· February 11: Pizza sales begin

· February 11: Language Club Sign Up, Northfield Public Library

· February 28: Spring Gifted Identification Testing Referral Deadline

· March 7: GAIN Meeting, Acceleration

· March 16:  Pizza order forms are due

· March 23: Pizza Delivery Day at Lee Eaton

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Club Corner, On The Shelf, Surfin’ Report, and The Wish List will run periodically, as space allows.

P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

.
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"Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire."�- William Butler Yeats





Gifted Advocates in Nordonia


852 Sioux Lane


Macedonia, OH 44056


Phone


Melanie 330-468-8739


Robin 330-467-6767


Lynn 330-467-7059


Fax


330-468-8738


E-mail


� HYPERLINK "mailto:melaniesmith@adelphia.net" ��melaniesmith@adelphia.net�








We’re on the Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://gainoh.tripod.com" ��http://gainoh.tripod.com�











