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	Gifted Identification Meeting, Feb. 7th

Ohio law requires all public school districts to screen students in grades K-12 for possible gifted identification twice annually.  But the law does not require that these identified students receive any educational services.  How does the state define a “gifted” student?  Join us Tuesday, February 7th at 7 pm to learn more.  Mary Christoff, Gifted Coordinator from the Summit County ESC, will join us to explain Ohio Rule and Law and to answer our questions.  For more information, contact Melanie Smith 330-468-8739 or melaniesmith@adelphia.net

Gifted Identification.

From Hoagies Gifted:  http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/identification.htm
What is giftedness?  There is no universal definition.  Some professionals define "gifted" as an intelligence test score above 130, two or more standard deviations above the norm, or the top 2.5%.  Others define "gifted" based on scholastic achievement: a gifted child works 2 or more grade levels above his or her age.  Still others see giftedness as prodigious accomplishment: adult-level work while chronologically a child.  But these are far from the only definitions.  Former U. S. Commissioner of Education Sidney P. Marland, Jr., in his August 1971 report to Congress, stated: 

Gifted and talented children are those identified by professionally qualified persons who by virtue of outstanding abilities are capable of high performance. These are children who require differentiated educational programs and/or services beyond those normally provided by the regular school program in order to realize their contribution to self and society.
A group of respected professionals in the field of gifted suggest a definition based on the gifted child's differences from the norm: 

"Giftedness is asynchronous development in which advanced cognitive abilities and heightened intensity combine to create inner experiences and awareness that are qualitatively different from the norm. This asynchrony increases with higher intellectual capacity. The uniqueness of the gifted renders them particularly vulnerable and requires modifications in parenting, teaching and counseling in order for them to develop optimally." The Columbus Group, 1991, cited by Martha Morelock, "Giftedness: The View from Within", in Understanding Our Gifted, January 1992 

Where are All The Gardeners?

A Monarch Butterfly Station at Lee Eaton?  It can become a reality with your help!  Monarchs migrate each spring and fall and changes to the way we live and landscape have limited their natural habitat.  A butterfly garden would both beautify the landscape at Lee Eaton, and provide a great learning opportunity for students.  Would you like to help with a gardening club or a plant science club?  The school needs our help to fulfill the vision of an outdoor learning lab that could be used by all students.  Please respond to this e-mail or contact Mrs. Collins at Lee Eaton.  For more information about Monarch Watch: www.monarchwatch.org 

Looking for something to do on a bad weather day?

Set, Trilogy and Quidler on line:  http://www.setgame.com/xactika/index.html
Winter Language Club Sign Up, Feb 11

We are delighted to announce that nearly 100 more Nordonia Students will have the opportunity to learn about other languages and cultures this year.  We’ll be hosting an open sign up for after school language clubs on Saturday, February 11th at the Northfield Public Library, from 12:30 pm – 3 pm.  The clubs are:

· Ledgeview Spanish Club (3rd and 4th grade), Mondays

· Northfield Spanish Club (3rd and 4th grade), Wednesdays

· Rushwood Spanish Club (3rd and 4th grade), Thursday 

· Two Lee Eaton Spanish Clubs for 5th and 6th grades.  Tuesday & Thursday

· Lee Eaton German Club: Wednesdays

The clubs will begin the week of February 20th and run for ten weeks.  We’re looking for club helpers.  If you or someone you know would like to help, please contact Melanie at 330-468-8739 or reply to this e-mail.

9th and 10th Graders: Summer Honors Institute is For You!

The Ohio Summer Honors Institutes are academic summer programs for current 9th and 10th grade gifted students funded by the Ohio Department of Education.  The purpose of the Summer Honors Institutes is to provide in-depth study of challenging topics, to provide opportunities for exploring education and career options, and to provide opportunities for interaction with gifted peers.  In 2005, more than 1,500 students participated in the Ohio Summer Honors Institute program. 

Summer Honors Institutes are hosted by Ohio colleges and universities.  Tuition for the Summer Honors Institutes is free for eligible students.  However, Summer Honors Institutes that offer a residential option may charge residential students a fee to cover the costs of breakfast, dinner, residence hall rooms, evening activities and overnight supervision. 
The Ohio Summer Honors Institutes for Gifted Students are now on the ODE
website with links to applications, information about each program, etc.
Please pass on this information.

http://www.ode.state.oh.us/exceptional_children/gifted_children/shi.asp
FPS Planning Committee to Meet This Month

Next spring, we will be hosting the Future Problem Solving State Bowl here in Nordonia Hills.  This spring, we are "shadowing" West Branch School District, the state bowl hosts, to learn more about how a successful state bowl is operated.
We are looking for help and looking at the list of things we need to do (an off the top of the head list, by the way) it looks like we're going to need a lot of help!

Nordonia Hills Ambassadors: Collect motel brochures, restaurant listing, places of interest and local activities and attractions.  "PR" the event with community leaders.  Get local items for trades...Macedonia pencils, Northfield bumper stickers, Nordonia Hills Schools key chains...etc. 

Stage Manager:  Coordinate the banner parade and set up the stage for awards. 

Volunteer Recruiter/Coordinator:  Recruit helpers (high school student ambassadors).  Coordinate their schedules and their uniforms (t-shirts or badges or other).  Coordinate hall monitors.  Put together packets and training.  Coordinate and train skit judges. 

Signage Artist:  Coordinate, create, and post. 

Space Coordinator:  Assign team competition rooms and practice rooms, several levels of skit competition rooms.  Be on hand to adjust or rearrange when there are problems or complaints. Inspect competition rooms. 

Registration Coordinator:  Recruit, schedule and coordinate registration volunteers. 

Concession Manager:  Coordinate concessions for sale to participants.  Recruit volunteers to provide, prepare, serve, cashier. 

Mr./Ms. Hospitality:  Provide evaluator comforts like coffee, drinks, food, multiple copier services. Coordinate and man pizza and soda distribution/clean up at trade mixer.  Provide music for the mixer.  Entertainment?  Coordinate appreciation gifts for the big wigs. 

Tech Guru:  Coordinate technical needs.  Procure walkie talkies for volunteers. 

Office of Budget and Finance:  Allocate funds and keep us on track. 

Things we haven't thought of yet....
Laura Collins, who has seen a lot of bowls says, "The best bowls have lots of friendly, helpful, easily recognizable people around to direct harried parents, lost coaches, and goofy children."

So, are you a friendly, helpful person?  Would you like to get involved now or in the future?  Do you know of others who will want to be a part of this exciting event?  We will meet in February to begin to map out our game plan.  Of course, the "heavy lifting" will take place next year.  But we want to take advantage of this time to map out our plan for next year.

 

FREE Gifted Online Conference: Emotional Giftedness with Annemarie Roeper, Ed.D. 

Gifted children are not only cognitively different, but also emotionally. This is a fact that is not generally known. They are often extremely knowledgeable about both spiritual and natural areas of life. One of their outstanding characteristics, which partially grows from this great amount of knowledge is their sensitivity. They have an enormous sense of justice and often come into difficulties over it. Because of all of this they have difficulties fitting into a regular classroom and often need their parents' support, both actually and emotionally more than other children. It is most rewarding and challenging to be a parent of a gifted child. For these reasons, I am inviting both your comments and questions about this subject. 

February 13, 14, and 15.  Annemarie Roeper will respond to emails beginning at 7:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time   For more information and to sign up: 

http://www.neiu.edu/~ourgift/index.html or http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OGTOC/
Everyday Mathematics 

These links about Everyday Mathematics were posted on a gifted discussion board.  I have not taken a close look at them, but thought they may be a helpful resource for parents and teachers. – Melanie

The publisher's main site
http://www.wrightgroup.com/index.php/programlanding?isbn=L000000004
some free downloads
http://www.wrightgroup.com/index.php/home/freeactivities/mathematics/35

Here are some support resources
http://www.center.k12.mo.us/edtech/everydaymath.htm

http://everydaymath.uchicago.edu/parents/index.shtml

Everyday Math homework help - math.com
http://www.math.com/homeworkhelp/EverydayMath.html
http://www.math.com/practice/EverydayMath.html
Pizza! Pizza!

Get your fresh and delicious Little Caesar’s Pizza Kits!  Yum! Yum!  When you buy a tasty pizza kit, you’ll be able to satisfy your family’s huner for good and for learning!  Profits from our sales support Future Problem Solvers, Our Language Club Program, and the purchase of Differentiation Workbooks for every teacher in the district.  If you’d like to sell pizzas or buy pizzas, order forms will be available at next week’s meeting and at Language Club sign up.  Thank you! Thank you!

	
	Upcoming Events
· February 11: Pizza sales begin

· February 7: GAIN Meeting, Gifted Identification

· February 28: Spring Gifted Identification Testing Referral Deadline

· March 16:  Pizza order forms are due

· March 23: Pizza Delivery Day at Lee Eaton

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Club Corner, On The Shelf, Surfin’ Report, and The Wish List will run periodically, as space allows.

P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

.




[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


















There’s no one way to dance.  And that’s kind of my philosophy about everything.





—Ellen Degeneres





Gifted Advocates in Nordonia


852 Sioux Lane


Macedonia, OH 44056


Phone


Melanie 330-468-8739


Robin 330-467-6767


Lynn 330-467-7059


Fax


330-468-8738


E-mail


� HYPERLINK "mailto:melaniesmith@adelphia.net" ��melaniesmith@adelphia.net�








We’re on the Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://gainoh.tripod.com" ��http://gainoh.tripod.com�











