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	Spring Identification Referral Deadline 2/28 

Who can refer a student for gifted testing?  A parent/guardian, teacher, or even a student.  

Tuesday, February 28th is the deadline for referrals for students who may be gifted in one of these areas:

· Superior Cognitive Ability

· Academic Ability

· Creativity

Referral forms are available through the Pupil Services Office:  Dr. Margo Costello, Tina Murton 330-468-4600.  Other contact information available on the district’s Pupil Services Web Page:

http://www.nordonia.summit.k12.oh.us/teaching_learning.aspx
For information about who is gifted by Ohio law and rule, visit the ODE site:

http://www.ode.state.oh.us/exceptional_children/gifted_children/ID.asp
Why Do We Identify?

Federal law does not promote, require or fund advanced instruction in public schools. It is up to states and local school systems to determine policy and provide funding.  Our state does not require gifted services, only identification.  So, why should we identify?

1. Our district relies on differentiation in the regular classroom as a huge component in gifted services.  Gifted students experience the classroom in different ways than other children.  Identification helps:

· Gifted students use their strengths.
· Teachers respond appropriately by providing learning and growth opportunities for these students.
2. Identification is a required by Ohio Law and Rule. 

3. Sometimes, the behaviors associated with “giftedness” are misdiagnosed as attention deficit related or a learning disability. .

Team Up with Teachers 

Most teachers are skilled at teaching those children who fall into the "wide range of normal," but they may not have the background or education to know what to do with your gifted child. Become a team member, not a fighter. Offer help and support where needed. Approach with kindness. Acknowledge that your child is "different" and requires extra effort. Show appreciation for that effort. 

From the Kidsource Calendar with Gifted Children in Mind, on the web at: http://www.kidsource.com/gifted.calendar.html
Winter Language Club Starts Next Week 

Our Spanish and German clubs will begin the week of February 20th and run for ten weeks.  We’re looking for club helpers.  If you or someone you know would like to assist with crafts and games for one club or all, please contact Melanie at 330-468-8739 or reply to this e-mail.

FPS Planning Committee to Meet Wed. Feb 22

Next spring, we will be hosting the Future Problem Solving State Bowl here in Nordonia Hills.  This spring, we are "shadowing" West Branch School District, the state bowl hosts, to learn more about how a successful state bowl is operated.
We are looking for folks who would like to learn more about the event and help us map out plans for next year.  If you would like to be a part of this exciting event, mark your calendar for Wednesday, February 22nd.  We’ll meet at Arabica Coffee House at 7 pm to map out our game plan.  Of course, the "heavy lifting" will take place next year.  But are going to write the road map for the event and  “begin with the end in mind”.

Pizza! Pizza!

Our second annual fundraiser has begun.  Get your fresh and delicious Little Caesar’s Pizza Kits and Pie Kits!  Profits from our sales support Future Problem Solvers, Our Language Club Program, and the purchase of Differentiation Workbooks for every teacher in the district who wants one.  We need to sell a lot of pizzas!  If you’d like to sell pizzas or buy pizzas, order forms will be available at the Language Club sign up, from Mrs. Collins or Mrs. Gennarelli, or by responding to this e-mail.  Thank you! Thank you!

The Buzz on the Spelling Bee

Insinuate, loitering, aurora, and aspersion!  Recently, Middle School Students participated in the annual spelling bee, proving that they can spell without “Spell Check”.  Congratulations to all who participated.  Top Spellers of the event held Thursday, February 9th were: 

· 1st: Laura Gibbons

· 2nd: Alex Simon

· 3rd: Christine Faulds

· 4th: BreAnna James.  

They will go on to the district bee on Tuesday, Feb. 21.  

Gifted Resources on The Web

The Westerville, OH School District has a great page chalk full of information useful to gifted students, their families, and their teachers.  Links to information on Curriculum Compacting, Summer Camps, Social and Emotional Issues and more are compiled on one web page.  Check it out at:  http://www.westerville.k12.oh.us/Gifted/links.htm
Here’s some important information from the page:

Diploma with Honors (posted 1/23/2006) The Diploma with Honors recognizes graduating seniors who have successfully completed academic requirements beyond the requirements for a Diploma of Graduation. Depending on whether a student is completing a college preparatory or career-technical curriculum, Honors Diploma requirements differ slightly. However, both require the following (a listing of all criteria for a Diploma with Honors can be found on the ODE Web site at http://www.ode.state.oh.us/curriculum-assessment/0916.asp.):
The attainment of a composite score of 27 on the American College Tests (ACT) or a combined Verbal/Math score of 1210 on the Scholastic Assessment Tests (SAT) or 

An overall high school grade point average of at least 3.5 on a four-point scale, up to the last grading period of the senior year. 

- Award of Merit (posted 1/23/2006) Historically, the State Board of Education has encouraged excellence in both college preparatory curriculum and career-technical curriculum. Outstanding students who are graduating this spring from any public or private Ohio high school may receive special recognition from the State Board of Education for their achievements through the State Board of Education’s Award of Merit. This award is available for students who meet the specified performance criteria in either college prep curriculum or career-tech curriculum. The Award of Merit provides students with an excellent opportunity to receive extra recognition for their total educational achievements. The Eligibility Criteria for the 2005 Award of Merit can be found on the ODE Web site at http://www.ode.state.oh.us/curriculum-assessment/ci/Merit_Award/eligibility_criteria.asp. The order form for the 2005 Award of Merit will be accessible on the ODE Web site at http://www.ode.state.oh.us/curriculum-assessment/ci/Merit_Award/default.asp. Orders are due by April 15th. If you have questions, please contact Becky Kennedy at 614-387-2275 or Becky.Kennedy@ode.state.oh.us.
Perfect 

by Joe Wayman
from the book "Don't Burn Down the Birthday Cake"

I am someone tried and true,
I'm sure you would like to know me.  
They tell me I am a gifted child,
Grown-ups want to own me.
I'm honest as the day is long,
just as sweet as pie.
Good as gold, right as rain,
The apple of your eye.
I'm just as quick as lightning,
Busy as a bee I am.
Pretty as a picture,
as happy as a clam.
I'm quiet as a door mouse.
Sharp as any tack,
Bright as a new penny,
Wise as an owl in fact.

And then the other side of me,
As stubborn as a mule,
Mean as any junkyard dog,
Breaking every rule.
Angry as an old wet hen,
Sly as any fox,
Crazy as a bedbug,
A face for stopping clocks!
As slippery as an eel,
Sneaky as a snake,
Mad as any hornet,
Nutty as a fruitcake.
Now you know both sides,
The sour and the sweet,
Which one of the two of me,
Would you like to meet?

	
	Upcoming Events
· Pizza sale has begun!

· February 22, FPS State Bowl Planning Meeting

· February 28: Spring Gifted Identification Testing Referral Deadline

· March 8: GAIN Membership Meeting, Drawing The Road Map

· March 16:  Pizza order forms are due

· March 23: Pizza Delivery Day at Lee Eaton

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Club Corner, On The Shelf, Surfin’ Report, and The Wish List will run periodically, as space allows.

P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

.
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"It takes each of us to make a difference for all of us." 


- Jackie �Mutcheson  





Gifted Advocates in Nordonia


852 Sioux Lane


Macedonia, OH 44056


Phone


Melanie 330-468-8739


Robin 330-467-6767


Lynn 330-467-7059


Fax


330-468-8738


E-mail


� HYPERLINK "mailto:melaniesmith@adelphia.net" ��melaniesmith@adelphia.net�








We’re on the Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://gainoh.tripod.com" ��http://gainoh.tripod.com�











