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	A different way to learn is what the kids are calling for….All of them are talking about how our one-size-fits-all delivery system – which mandates that everyone learn the same thing at the same time, no matter what their individual needs- has failed them.  – Seymour Sarason, The Predictable Failure of Educational Reform

Jenny’s Letter to Her Teacher

In third grade, Jenny wrote this letter to her teacher, thereby initiating discussion of acceleration.  The spelling is Jenny’s.

Dear Mrs. S.

I find that the work I’m being given is very discouraging because its much to easy.  Most of it I know so I do the work catch on and I have to wait for the others to catch on.  The grade I’d like to go to best would be college but since I can’t could I have something more challenging.  Say for instance I could go to any grade I want as long as its in Lincoln Elementary or Lincoln Middle School.   I like to trie 5th grade I dout it but it would be nice to go ther and see what its like.  I don’t care if I leave Lincoln Elmeentary cause I really don’t have anything really important or true friends that I’d miss.

Sincerely, Jenny
From: The Iowa Acceleration Scale, 2nd ed., p 16

Congrats to National Honor Society Inductees

Congratulation to all junior and senior inductees into the National Honor
Society.  The induction ceremony was held April 6 at the High School with
the choir and jazz band performing.  Our National Honor Society members
demonstrate leadership, scholarship, and service.  Keep up the great work.

The Name Remains The Same

Well, the overwhelming response to our Great Name Change Challenge was that the name should remain the same.  Do you feel differently?  We’ll leave the issue open for now.  If you have any suggestions, let us know!

Future Problem Solving State Bowl, April 21 & 22

What is Future Problem Solving?  The Future Problem Solving Program (FPSP) engages students in creative problem solving.  FPSP stimulates critical and creative thinking skills and encourages students to develop a vision for the future.   This year, Nordonia will be sending several students to the Ohio State Bowl which will be held at West Branch Schools, Beloit,  April 21 and 22.

In the Team Division, students in grades 4-12 work in teams of four to “solve” significant challenges of the future The topics addressed this year include: Climate Change/Climate Threat; Freedom of Speech; Nutrition; Healthcare Access; and Redistribution of Wealth.   There are several divisions: Junior, grades 4-6; Intermediate, grades 7-9; Senior, grades 10-12. 

Students follow the six-step Future Problem Solving process.

Step 1: Brainstorm challenges 
Step 4: Select evaluation criteria 
Step 2: Identify an underlying challenge 
Step 5: Evaluate solutions 
Step 3: Brainstorm solutions 
Step 6: Describe the best solution 
Based on the rankings of two rounds of scoring approximately 70 teams have been invited to compete in the State Bowl.  Congratulations to all of our students who have participated in the Future Problem Solving program this year, and good luck to those who are advancing to the State Bowl!

The National Council of Churches issued a statement on NCLB 

On November 28, 2005 that questions some of the outcomes of NCLB.  The Council has prepared "Ten Moral Concerns in the Implementation of the No child Left Behind Act".  The following concerns are noted:

(1) Fear that the law will discredit public education

(2) NCLB doesn't acknowledge different starting lines nor celebrate individual accomplishments;

(3) School failure can be used to shame children;

(4) NCLB requires children in special education to pass tests designed for children without disabilities;

(5) NCLB requires English language learners to take tests in English before they learn English:

(6) NCLB blames schools and teachers for challenges neither within their making nor their capacity to change;

(7) Relentless testing obscures the humanities, the arts, and adolescent development;

(8) NCLB operates through sanctions;

(9) NCLB exacerbates racial & economic segregation in metropolitan areas

10 NCLB makes demands on states and school districts without fully 
funding reforms.

For more information about this statement please visit 
http://www.ncccusa.org/pdfs/LeftBehind.pdf
April is National Poetry Month

April is National Poetry Month, an occasion that the Academy of American Poets notes is to "celebrate poetry and its vital place in American culture." Explore the World of Poetry!
What We All Need To Become Good "Public People"
The vast majority of Americans are in retreat from politics and public life. They have retreated, they report, because leaders no longer reflect the reality of average Americans' daily lives in their words and actions. What's worse, they often distort those realities for short-term political gain. If we are serious about creating a different kind of society, where people are actively engaged, our leaders -- and indeed, all of us – will have to exercise a different set of sensibilities and practices. It's a vital part of finding new pathways for people to step forward. These sensibilities and practices are all rooted in a foundation The Harwood Institute calls "The 3 A's of Public Life: Authority, Accountability, and Authenticity." These words have come to mean different things to different people. The Harwood Institute has reclaimed them. Genuine authority (the type derived from community credibility, not statute or title) is earned through one's knowledge of the community and infusing that knowledge through one's work. Authenticity is one's ability to reflect the reality of people's lives in word and deed. Genuine accountability is measured by whether a person sets realistic expectations for change and pursues actions that are truly meaningful to his or her community. http://theharwoodinstitute.org/media/index.html?view=press_release&press_id=135
No Child Left Behind? Ask the Gifted 

From The New York Times - By MICHAEL WINERIP

MOUNT LAUREL, N.J.

ALL year, Roberta Braverman's fifth- and sixth-grade gifted classes at Hartford Upper Elementary had been planning their field trip to Ellis Island. "This is the big trip," Ms. Braverman said as she drove into the school lot. "We've done everything to raise money — recycling phones, recycling print cartridges, selling stretchy book covers."

It was not even 7:30 a.m., but she leaped out of her car, worried that she was late. "They're probably looking for me," she said. "My cellphone! They're calling! I knew it. They're going to say, 'Where are you?' "

"I'm here," she shouted into the cell. "Right out front."

Read the complete article on line:  

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/05/nyregion/05education.html?pagewanted=1&ei=5070&en=d91f69abb0cfddbc&ex=1144900800&emc=eta1
Family Happenings in University Circle

Cheerful Cello - Catch The Cleveland Orchestra's "Cheerful Cello" concert and then dance your way over to The Children's Museum where you can start your very own orchestra.  April 21, 1pm and April 22, 2pm.  ($)  http://www.clevelandchildrensmuseum.org/page2.html
Cleveland Institute of Music - Enjoy an evening of thrill-seeking with the CIM Orchestra as they take the entire family on a musical ride. Hold onto your seats as they twist and turn you through many classical favorites including music from Scheherazade, Aladdin, E.T. and more! Dessert reception to follow.  April 8, 7pm.  ($) www.cim.edu or (216) 791-5000.

Cleveland Museum of Natural History -Dinosaurs Across America:  Cartoons of Phil Yeh.  Follow the adventures of dinosaurs Theo, Dinah, Dewey and Dallas in this exhibition of 30 oil paintings by California-based artist Phil Yeh.  The dinosaurs tell a lighthearted tale that highlights the benefits of reading, writing and the need to be environmentally responsible. April 8-August 20.  ($)  http://www.cmnh.org/exhibits/dinosaurs-across-america/
Would You Like to Contribute to Friday’s Gifted?

We would love to hear from you!  Submit your ideas to Melanie Smith, melaniesmith@adelphia.net or 330-468-8739.  

	
	Upcoming Events
· April 8: OAGC Parent Division Meeting, 10 – 3, Gahanna

· April 14 – 21: Spring Break

· April 21 and 22: Future Problem Solver State Bowl, West Branch

· May 24: Visual and Performing Arts Identification

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

GAIN provides links to other Internet sites only for the convenience of our members and users. GAIN is not responsible for the availability or content of these external sites, nor does GAIN endorse, warrant or guarantee the products, services or information described or offered by these sites.
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To be nobody but yourself in a world which is doing its best to make you everybody else means to fight the hardest human battle ever and to never stop fighting.





-e.e.cummings





Gifted Advocates in Nordonia


852 Sioux Lane


Macedonia, OH 44056


Phone


Melanie 330-468-8739


Robin 330-467-6767


Lynn 330-467-7059


Fax


330-468-8738


E-mail


� HYPERLINK "mailto:melaniesmith@adelphia.net" ��melaniesmith@adelphia.net�








We’re on the Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://gainoh.tripod.com" ��http://gainoh.tripod.com�











