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	State Adopts Model Acceleration Plan

The Ohio School Board has adopted a Model Acceleration Plan, which was unanimously approved.  All districts will be required to adopt an acceleration policy by next school year.  A copy of the approved policy along with the board resolution can be found at http://www.oagc.com/Advocacy/alert.php .

Future Problem Solving State Bowl 

Laura Collins reports on The Future Problem Solving State Bowl, held last weekend at West Branch Schools in Beloit, Ohio:

Our teams did a fine job and had a great experience. Although none of our teams placed in the top five of their divisions, Alexis Byers, who was participating in the intermediate individual division, placed fourth overall. This was particularly impressive because as a 7th grader she is at the bottom of the division, competing against 8th and 9th graders with more experience, and because doing the packet as an individual is very difficult. Teams have four people to bounce ideas and share the writing, and although individuals are required to do only 10 challenges and solutions rather than the 16 required of teams, they must do everything themselves. I have seen kids come out of the individual competition room looking very pale! 

Next year, it’s our turn to host!  As our planning for the event starts to take shape, we’ll keep you posted!

Program for Gifted Children and Their Families
Affective Development Program for Gifted Children and their Families
Dates June 13-August 22, 2006

Time:  6:30-8:00 p.m.

Who:  Children Ages 6-14 and their parents

Where:  Child Guidance and Family Solutions

312 Locust Street, Akron, OH 44302

Fee:  $125 per child, 11 week session

Call to register:  Deb Megyes 330-753-1096 Ex. 2104

Education News from the League Of Women Voters

THE INFOHIO-LEARNINGEXPRESS LIBRARY provides a variety of practice tests and tutorial courses for students online.  Practice tests are available for Advanced Placement, college entrance exams, civil service exams, and improving skills.  The service provides immediate scoring, explains answers, and analyses test results.  Students can setup their own account for the LearningExpress Library site at school, and then access the Library from home.  The LearningExpress  Library is available at http://www.infohio.org/ER/ERcore.asp
MORE ABOUT NCLB:  The New York Times published a "Letter to the Editor" on April 2, 2006 by Governor Mike Huckabee of Arkansas, who is the chairman of both the Education Commission of the States and the National Governors Association.  The letter was in response to an article, "Schools Cut Back Subjects to Push Reading and Math" published in the NY Times on March 26, 2006.  In response to the article Governor Huckabee lamented how arts education programs were being cut across the nation in the name of the No Child Left Behind Act.  Governor Huckabee writes, "In the name of No Child Left Behind, we are going to leave some of our brightest students totally behind by never touching their talents to sing, paint, act, dance or play an instrument. While experts and futurists warn that the future economy will be driven by the "creative class," there are determined efforts to diminish the value of the arts."

Teacher to Teacher Initiative

The U.S. Department of Education's Teacher-to-Teacher Initiative has opened registration for its free summer workshops: https://www.t2tweb.us/Workshops/About.asp. Due to overwhelming feedback and high demand, Teacher-to-Teacher will be offering more workshops for teachers this summer than ever before - 14 in all!  The workshops will be held across the country from June through August and will target specific grade levels and content areas. 

Registration and professional development sessions are free-of-charge. Meals and refreshments will be provided during scheduled workshop activities, but participants will be responsible for their own transportation and lodging expenses. Teachers may be able to earn professional development credit through their district or state for participation in a Teacher-to-Teacher free summer workshop.

For more information and registration, please visit: https://www.t2tweb.us/Workshops/About.asp. Registration is on a first come, first-served basis. Space is limited.

Mentis Online Offers Summer Cyber Workshops for Kids

Our summer session (June 1-July 31) is just 6 weeks away!  Here's what is offered for this summer session. Chasing Vermeer will guide students through solving the mystery of the missing Vermeer painting while expanding their creativity and problem solving skills. Crime Scene Investigators will give students a first hand account of studying one crime scene and solving the mystery that surrounds it.  The Fellowship of the Ring will take students on a fantastic trip through Middle Earth with the Ring of power. Amusement Park Physics will bring Newton's Laws of Motion alive as students build their own model thrill ride that is both safe and fun.  Real-Life Mysteries will take a look at some real unsolved mysteries throughout the ages including Kennedy's assassination, the Iceman's death, the King Tut murder conspiracy, the lost colony at Roanoke and more... Magical Literature will explore the world of magic through a different sample of literature each week including The Lord of the Rings, The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe, The Tempest, Alice in Wonderland among others... Brain Benders is a different kind of math class that will challenge the way we think and solve problems, puzzlers, red herrings, and logic games.  Visit www.mentisonline.com

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mentisonline.com/" \t "_blank"  to see all 7 course descriptions and print out a sample of the curriculum used for each class.  To enroll for a class, simply fill out the application on the website and email it to administrator@mentisonline.com


GOVERNOR TAFT'S "OHIO CORE"
Two bills were introduced in the Ohio House and Senate that include Governor Taft's "Ohio Core" proposal for increasing high school graduation. Governor Taft outlined the "Ohio Core" proposal in the State of the State Address in January 2006.  Detailed highlights of this legislation can be read in the April 6 League of Women Voters Education Update, http://www.ohiofairschools.org/learn/Ed_Updates.htm 
Here are a few:

*Requires all high school students, including community school students, to complete the Ohio Core as a prerequisite for admission to state four-year colleges/universities.  Requires students to earn the following 20 credits to receive a diploma:
   English language arts - four units
   Health - one-half unit
   Mathematics - four units
   Physical education - one half unit
   Science - three units
   Social studies - three units
   Foreign Languages - two units
   Electives - three units 

*Requires the Partnership for Continued Learning to recommend expanded opportunities for students to earn credit toward a college degree while enrolled in high school, and options to improve the post-secondary enrollment options program and other dual enrollment programs. 

*Requires report cards for community schools to include a measure of high school graduates' preparation for higher education and the workforce on their local report cards; requires community schools to administer the college ready assessments in reading, writing, and mathematics; requires community schools to comply with the provision in the bill for dual enrollment options; and requires that students in community schools earn a diploma by meeting the Ohio Core curriculum. 

*Phases out funding for remedial education classes at some four-year universities.

Hearings on these bills will begin as soon as lawmakers return to Columbus after 
the May 2, 2006 primary election.
Quote Of The Week
"We agree that math and reading skills are important for citizens. So is the study of history, the ability to create a reasoned argument, the arts, research skills, the list goes on. An education system, a system of public schools, must not narrow itself to the lowest common denominator of improving test scores in the so-called basics if it is to be worthy of the democracy it serves. Rather, it must cultivate in all our children the habits of heart and mind that make democratic life possible. Anything less is a betrayal of our commitment to be a nation of, for, and by the people."-George Wood (director), The Forum for Education & Democracy http://www.forumforeducation.org

Would You Like to Contribute to Friday’s Gifted?

We would love to hear from you!  Submit your ideas to Melanie Smith, melaniesmith@adelphia.net or 330-468-8739.  

	
	Upcoming Events
· Tuesday, May 9th: 3rd and 4th Grade Spanish Club Fiesta (tentative)

· Thursday, May 11th: 5th and 6th Grade Spanish Club Fiesta (tentative) 

· May 24: Visual and Performing Arts Identification

Friday’s Gifted News is an e-newsletter for Nordonia’s Gifted Community published by GAIN.  If you would like to submit information for next week’s edition, please e-mail: melaniesmith@adelphia.net.  
 

If you would like to be removed from this e-mail list, please respond to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
P.S. Make sure you don't miss a single issue of Friday’s Gifted News! Add our address (melaniesmith@adelphia.net) to your email-address book—your software will recognize this as an e-mail you want to read.

GAIN provides links to other Internet sites only for the convenience of our members and users. GAIN is not responsible for the availability or content of these external sites, nor does GAIN endorse, warrant or guarantee the products, services or information described or offered by these sites.
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We’re on the Web!


� HYPERLINK "http://gainoh.tripod.com" ��http://gainoh.tripod.com�











